Boston Beats New York Again

BOSTON LATIN SCHOOL WINS 

ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY COMPETITION

November 21:  Boston, MA – Boston Latin school beat over a dozen  schools from New York and Massachusetts, five right here in Boston, to win the “Do Something: KeySpan Foundation Environmental Sustainability Competition.”  Boston Latin, a pioneer in the education of our country’s youth as the oldest public high school in the nation, once again takes a leadership position by educating students and adults about the environment.

The competition was open to schools in the greater New York and Boston regions during the month of October. The goal was to inspire service projects that reduce individual and school environmental impact. Initiatives had to be designed and led by students. 

“We wanted to showcase teen leadership in sustainability,” said Jordyn Wells, Associate at Do Something who organized the competition with support from the KeySpan Foundation. “Boston Latin School is doing more than lots of colleges and companies who claim to be ‘the most green.’ They could all learn something from these teenagers.”

Over fifty teenage members of Boston Latin School’s Youth CAN (Climate Action Network) designed and led a school-wide sustainability initiative this October.   Several highlights of their efforts are:

· A school-wide campaign encouraging students and teachers to turn off lights, computers and appliances when not in use.  

· Changing the original school policy that kept computers on 24/7, saving over 33,6oo hours of energy. 

· Initiating paper recycling competition between grades that resulted in nearly 1780 pounds of recycled paper  

· Setting up a student run recycling program in their cafeteria, which resulted in the collection of over 2000 cans, plastic bottles, glass bottles and Styrofoam lunch trays.

· A school-wide awareness campaign that included the creation and broadcasting of 7 original Public Service Announcements and 45 presentations to educate their fellow students on the need to reduce, reuse and recycle. The videos can be found at www.blsyouthcan.org.  

· A school-wide effort to raise individual awareness by encouraging students to take a carbon output quiz.  Over  380 students  took the quiz.

· 270 students signed the “Think Outside the Bottle” pledge, to say  they would drink tap water in reusable bottles instead of buying new water bottles every day.

· A Student-organized fundraising effort for solar panels. They have currently raised $300 and hope to have the panels installed by the end of the school year,

“ This contest helped us kick off a wide range of initiatives that we will continue to pursue throughout the year,” said Youth CAN’s Co-President Sasha Fried-Snoad. “While we are honored to receive recognition for achievements, we are also thrilled that we can use the prize money to help better our 2nd annual Global Warming Youth Summit in the spring of this year. We would like to express our gratitude to the KeySpan Foundation and Do Something for making this possible and also to everyone in our school who participated.”

“This contest reinforces The KeySpan Foundation’s commitment to promoting energy conservation and environmental sustainability,” said Robert Keller, KeySpan Foundation Executive Director.  “We are so excited to have partnered with Do Something and the tens of thousands of young people across New York and Boston who care about the environment and are committed to making the world a better place.”  

Boston Latin School will receive a $1000 grant, a banner, and a plaque to recognize their stellar achievements.  

Do Something makes it possible for teenagers to change the world.  The organization leverages communication technologies to enable millions of teens to convert their energy and ideas into action.   Learn more at www.dosomething.org
About KeySpan Foundation - About KeySpan Foundation - KeySpan’s community commitment is based on a long tradition of social responsibility and is fundamental to its identity as a good corporate citizen.  The KeySpan Foundation was created to enhance the quality of life in areas where they provide services.  The ongoing challenge is to create opportunities for solutions to educational and environmental issues.  KeySpan Foundation’s philosophy is based on the principle that giving people the tools to build hope is an essential ingredient in the development of individuals, families and communities. Since its inception in 1999, KeySpan Foundation has provided nearly 12 million dollars in grants to hundreds of organizations across its giving territory. 

About Youth CAN

The Boston Latin School Youth Climate Action Network (BLS Youth CAN), is a student-led extra-curricular, global warming club at Boston Latin School, founded on January 23, 2007.  Their mission is to take effective action in their communities and beyond to address the problem of global warming. Youth C.A.N. is an independent body and is not aligned with any political or other interest group.  This year Youth CAN competed in the KeySpan Foundation/Do Something Environmental Sustainability Competition and is planning a Second Annual Global Warming Youth Summit at MIT in late March or early April.  BLS Youth CAN is taking steps to create a network of youth climate action groups in schools throughout the greater Boston metropolitan area.  To find out more go to www.blsyouthcan.org
